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Claim 10 stands withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as 
being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. 
Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on October 2, 2008. 

Claims 9, 1 1 and 13 have been canceled. Claims 1-8 and 10, 12 and 14-15 are pending. 
Claims 1-8 and 12 and 14-15 will be treated according to their merits. 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1-8, 12 and 14-15 arc rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the 
relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. There is no support for stating that said flange and said thread comprise a one 
piece unit. Both the flange and the thread could have multiple pieces as originally disclosed. 
This is a new matter rejection. 

Applicant adds to claim 1 a limitation which incorporates the word "comprise." 
"Comprise" designates open language rather than closed language. Either one of the flange or 
the thread could comprise a one piece unit. The flange is not limited to being a one piece unit. 
The thread is not limited to being a one piece unit. Also, the flange and the thread together are 
not limited to being a one piece unit. Claim 15 incorporates a similar limitation and will be 
similarly interpreted. 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 8, 12 and 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kleppner in view of Stangier. 

Re claim 1, Kleppner discloses a fuel tank (hollow body) for motor vehicles with a plastic 
flange with a pipette (accessory) mounted for a fuel return line. Kleppner discloses the invention 
except for the thread on the periphery of the flange. Stangier teaches a flange for a hollow body 
made of two parts: (1) holding cover 316 and (2) male screw thread ring 358. It would have been 
obvious to add a thread to Kleppner to provide a tight fitting closure by making the plastic flange 
of Kleppner a two part assembly with cover and threaded ring to seal the opening in the fuel tank 
(hollow body). 

Re claim 2, ring (union nut 356) of Stangier is capable for holding the flange in place 
with the hollow body. It would have been obvious to add this ring to seal the opening in a liquid 
tight manner. 

Re claims 5 and 15, , the combination of a hollow body (fuel tank) and flange is disclosed 
by Kleppner. 

Re claims 12 and 14, Stangier also teaches the compressible seal 334 and the ring (union 
nut 356) is mounted to the hollow body wall indirectly through its connection to flange through 
the threaded engagement with threaded ring 358 of the flange. It would have been obvious to 
add the seal to make the joint fluid tight to prevent the escape of liquid fuel or vapors. 



Application/Control Number: 10/530,237 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3781 

Claims 2, 5-6, 8, 12 and 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Stangier in view of Kleppner. 

Stangier discloses the invention except for the plastic material of the flange. Kleppner 
teaches a flange of plastic material. It would have been obvious to modify the material of the 
flange to be plastic in order to manufacture the flange more easily by molding, to provide a 
lighter weight, less expensive material and to provide a part with the other advantages of plastic 
like easily cleanable, more durable, more resilient, and more crack resistant, etc. 

Claims 3, 4 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kleppner in view of Stangier as applied to claims 1 and 5 above, and further in view of Straetz. 

Re claims 3 and 4, the combination discloses the invention except for the plastic material 
of low permeability to gases and liquids and one of the specific plastics mentioned in claim 4. 
Straetz teaches a low permeability plastic for a barrier made of polyamide. It would have been 
obvious to modify the composition of the plastic to be polyamide in order to provide a fuel 
barrier to effectively eliminate permeability of gases and liquid fuel. 

Re claim 7, the combination discloses the invention except for the two shells of the fuel 
tank, the multilayered construction of the shells and the welding of the shells. Straetz teaches the 
two shells of the fuel tank, the multilayered construction of the shells and the welding of the 
shells. It would have been obvious to modify the construction of the tank to be two multilayered 
shells welded to each other to provide easier molding of identical or similar shaped halves 
because the profile of the half shell is approximately V-i the height of the tank and the interior of 
the shell is accessible and capable of being modified before final assembly over a closed or blow 
molded design and the welding can be preformed to insure a fuel tight, leak proof seam. 
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Applicant's arguments filed October 2, 2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Re claim 1 and the Kleppner in view of Stangier rejection, the statement of rejection 
has been changed to explicitly state that the flange is modified to become two parts a cover and a 
ring with a thread. Applicant should appropriately respond to this modification in the next 
response. 

Applicant's arguments filed May 18, 2009 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant has not considered the breadth limitation added to independent claims 1 
and 15 and has not considered that "comprise" defines open language. There is no support for 
stating that the flange and the threads arc a one piece unit. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to /Stephen J. Castellano/ whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4535. The examiner can normally be reached on increased flexibility plan (IFP). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anthony D. Stashick can be reached on 571-272-4561 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Stephen J. Castellano/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3781 

sjc 



